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 ---[@bib1]. This is perhaps partly because the main focus of Dawkins' exposition has been the transition from symbiosis to parasitism, which he perceives to be central to the evolution of the organism ([@bib1]). In this respect, Dawkins' work represents a major contribution to evolutionary theory (for a review of the controversy and controversies associated with Dawkins' book and ideas see ). One of
the claims that makes Dawkins' theory special, and sets it apart from most other evolutionary theories, is his argument for the role of biological altruism in the creation of the organism. Dawkins, however, only hints at the idea of biological altruism. Indeed, I do not see any indication in his book of the relationship between the idea of biological altruism and the transition from symbiosis to parasitism.
In a recent paper, I have argued that the emergence of parasitism in unicellular organisms, which evolves under conditions of asexual reproduction, does not constitute a transition to parasitism as such. I have maintained, rather, that the emergence of parasitism in unicellular organisms, and perhaps in multicellular organisms as well, can be described as a transition from symbiosis to parasitism under

conditions of sexual reproduction, and hence not as a transition to parasitism per se. Moreover, I have argued that sexual reproduction in multicellular organisms represents the transition from eusociality to parasitism. The implication is that parasitism in unicellular organisms can be seen as the forerunner of parasitism in multicellular organisms, just as symbiosis can be seen as the forerunner of
parasitism in the organism as a whole. However, I would like to stress that I am not arguing that the idea of biological altruism has no place in Dawkins' theory. The argument I have presented here can be extended to the idea of biological altruism, and to the idea of natural selection as the force that drives the transition from symbiosis to parasitism. This, however, requires further examination.  In the

paper that I refer to above, I have argued that, in the course of evolution from symbiosis to parasitism, we have not moved from the level of a group of cells that share a mutual benefit to the level of an organism that shares a mutual benefit. Rather, I have maintained that we have moved from the level of a group of cells that share a mutual benefit, via a transitional stage, to the level of 82157476af
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